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"I had a great experience today. I got to really
learn what palliative care is and what it means. I

liked that we got to speak with some of the
patients and hear their experiences in life. "-

Spring 2023 STC Nursing Student

Although it is one of two universal human experiences, our society often ignores, denies, or misconstrues the true nature
of death and dying. End-of-life care is challenging, and since 2015, Aurora House has provided education on Palliative
and Hospice care for health professional students throughout the Rio Grande Valley, helping them understand the
challenges and complexity of working in this setting. 

With the support of our Hospice partners and our volunteer retired nurse, Cori Hetzel, students are offered the chance to
get hands-on-experience in caring for others and to discuss death and dying, and learn how patients are  supported by
their palliative and hospice care team and how their families handled their grief.

Many students expressed fears and anxieties at the beginning of the sessions, but by the end had an improved sense of
confidence and self-esteem in their ability to care for others, physically and emotionally. They may not choose Hospice as
a field, but the experiences they have are life changing, and won’t be forgotten any time soon.

Aurora House believes it is important  to
involve health professional students in the
discourse of death, and to grant them
access to people who routinely deal with
death and who can provide a positive
example of healthy emotional
management, thanks to their ability to
comprehend and experience pain—both
their own and that of others.  

In our home-like setting of comfort care,
opportunities for learning extend beyond
the traditional classroom rubric and
conventional methods of evaluation. The
volunteer Hospice presenters teach
students the physical, mental, and
emotional skills they need to work in a
hospice setting. The ultimate goal will
always be rooted in true relationships and
connection, which occurs only through
empathy and compassion.   

We are so grateful to Knapp Community Care Foundation and The Valley Baptist Legacy Foundation who generously
provide funding for our programs, which allows us to provide a holistic picture to health professional students'
knowledge and attitudes about palliative and hospice care.

Teaching Comfort
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This past December our "All is Bright" event was held at
the historic Villa De Cortez. The event was an evening
filled with great food, friends, entertainment, and the
joining of a community who together raise over
$90,000.00 for Aurora House. With over 200 people in
attendance, we created beautiful memories. This has
been one of our most successful events to date! 

With this we are able to continue our mission to provide
compassionate care, in a home-like setting, forpersons in
the last chapter of life,  so they can approach a peaceful
death with comfort and dignity. “The All Is Bright event
was a resounding success thanks to the hard work of the
many volunteers, the sponsors who gave financial
support and the people who attended,” said Board
President Mark McCaleb.  "A huge thank you to all who
helped make it an evening of fun and celebration,  and
most importantly, hope for those in our community who
need help at their most vulnerable moment."

Harold John
&

Deborah
Zurlo

Advantage Health Care Consulting Inc.
Burton Companies
Estrategia Group
Eugene Vaughan

Flowers Primary Home Care LLC
Freedom Bank

Knapp Medical Center
Montalvo Insurance Agency

Noble Texas Builders
 

Only Love Hospice
P.A.C.E. Health Care, Inc

Texas Regional Bank
Gentiva Hospice

Rio Bank
San Martin De Porres Church

Weslaco Lions Club
Raul.Cabaza@HubInternational.com

Vantage Bank
 

Thank You!
 

A Celebration of Hope

Making a "Remembering Basket" Create an Easter basket in memory of your
loved one. Fill/decorate with their favorite items. Add photos or cards
dedicated to your loved one.
Decorating Easter Eggs in Memory of Loved Ones Decorate Easter Eggs with
your loved ones favorite things/past times (favorite color, activity, flower, food,
sports team, etc.)
Easter Egg Notes: Write down a memory, something you miss about the
person or anything else on a piece of paper and place in a plastic egg (*Add
eggs to "Remembering Basket")
Create an Easter Scrapbook You and your family could make an Easter
collage scrapbook with photos of your loved one. Make it a tradition and add
new photos every year!
Make their favorite recipes. By making one of your loved ones favorite meals
it'll feel like they're there with you. 
Make a remembrance item from their clothing. You could make a stuffed
animal, pillow, blanket, etc. The ideas are endless. These are items you could
keep with you forever. You'll always be able to have a physical part of them
with you.

Remembering your loved ones during the holidays isn't the easiest thing to deal
with. But remembering and sharing happy memories can help fill the empty
space left by those we lost. Here are a few ways to make lost loved ones part of
your Easter season.

Easter is a day of rejoicing the spring
season with themes of growth and rebirth,
but when processing feelings of grief this
can be a particularly difficult time. 

These special occasions we usually spend
with our loved ones can make the feeling of
loss a little stronger. 

These are the moments when we should
lean towards our feelings of grief and not
avoid it. Grief expresses itself in many
different forms, each unique to the
individual experiencing it, and while grief
can be an overwhelming mix of emotions it
isn’t just about the pain, it's about love. 

https://whatsyourgrief.com/grief-and-easter/
- no copyright infringement is intended

Healing Your Grief: 
Remembering Loved Ones This Easter

Ways to cope
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Donations

Donations

On behalf of the Aurora House Foundation Board of Directors,
staff, and volunteers we would like to extend a heart-felt THANK
YOU to our friends at Snow to Sun.  Your continued support
truly makes a difference for those in our care.

ADL Services 
Advantage Healthcare Consulting 
Alberto Espinoza
Alejandro L. Estrada
Alexis De Sela
Amedisys 
Andrew Gonzalez,
Andrew Hernandez
Andy Scott
Annette Rios-Barrera
Anthony (Ryan) Vaughan
A-SJ Properties 
Beatriz Flores
Billie Jo & Earl Neuhaus
Burns Building Construction Inc. 
Burton Companies LLC 
Calidad Hospice 
Carl & Linda Meiners
Carmel Reyna
Carolyn & Maynard Edwards
Catholic Daughters of the Americas 
Christina Duran
Christopher Crawford
Connie Garrels
Craig Wiegand
CRD Operating, LLC 
Dalia Guerra
Daniel Oyama
Dimas or Consuelo Martinez
Don Vogel
Donna Medical Clinic 
Donna Rothman
Edwin & Jessica Estevez
Elizabeth Aguirre
Eloy Alaniz
Eloy & Marisela Gonzalez
Erika Hernandez
Eugene & Andrew  Ksepka
Eugene R. Vaughan
Fanny & Buddy Ross
Flowers Primary Home Care LLC 
Francis & Amy Stroschein
Frank Manzano Jr.
FREEDOM Bank
George McCaleb
Geraldine Shields
Glen Martin
Gloria Fitch
Guerra Insurance 
Hollon Oil Company c/o Steve Wilson
Hope 2 Others Foundation 
Howard Christopherson
Isabel Hernandez
J & E McConnell
J.D Key
James & Sondra Plowman
James Wilt

Janelle Hood
Jeanne Wiegand, MD
Jessica & Lowry McAllen
Jessica Garcia
Jim & Beth Staton
Joella & Terry Barbee
Johnny Broshears
John Knox Village
Jose Juarez
Judith Cazarez
Judy Kutugata
Julian Juarez
Kindred Hospice (Curo) 
Knapp Community Care Foundation 
Knapp Medical Center 
La Mision Palliative Care & Hospice 
Librado Skyler Vega
Life Giving Outreach Ministries/Crossroads 
Liliana Pina
Liselotte Pinkerton
Literary Review Club 
Liz Free
Louis Tyler
Love of Christ Lutheran Church 
Luchellia Chipagua
Lynn Vaughan
Lynnett & Marvin Hedlund
Magda Escandon
Magic Valley Electric Coop 
Magic Valley Retired School Personnel Assn. 
Marc Camacho
Marcella Shoemaker
Margaret Barnes
Margo Dittburner Sunderland
Maria Marta Perez
Maria San Miguel
McAfee Insurance Agency 
McCaleb Funeral Home 
McCoy's Building Supply 
Melvin Terveen
Memorial Elementary School 
Michael Zink
Mid River Christian Centre, Inc 
Mid Valley Christian School 
Mitty Reyna
Montalvo Insurance Agency 
Mr. & Mrs. John & Melissa Lackey
Mr. & Mrs. Rhonda & Robert Garza
Mutiat Adeoye
Noble Texas Builders LLC 
Norma Ann Round
Norma Martinez
Norman L. Wessel
Only Love Hospice 

Oralia Sauceda
Oralia Tafolla
P.A.C.E. Health Care, Inc. 
P.E. & J.T. McDougal, FLP 
Paradise South Church & RV Park 
Patricia & Alan E. Bortnem
Patricia Long
Pete & Jo Peters
Phillis Machen
Race Regisration On Line LLC 
Rafael Rodriguez
Ramiro Flores Jr.
Ramon Montalvo
Raul Cabaza
Rene Aguirre
Renee Zachman
RGV ACO Health Providers, LLC
RGV Educational Secretaries Association 
Rhonda Indewey
Rios of Mercedes 
Robert & Jodi Janik
Robert Antonacci
Rocky Mountain Chocolate Factory 
Ron McVey
Roxane Arguelles
Sally Ross
San Martin De Porres Church 
Sandi Sparrow
Santiago Gonzalez
Saul Briones
Seven Cities Foundation 
Sheryl L. Henry
Shirley Knutson-Nelson
Southern Comfort Park 
Stephen R & Dawn M Jones
Texas Regional Bank
Tony Garza,
Tu Vida Medical Transport, Inc
Vantage Bank Texas 
Veronica Lucio
Victoria Cruz
Villa De Cortez 
Weslaco High School 
Weslaco Lions Club 
Weslaco Vision Source 
William E. & Betty Locke
Yahaira Almonte
Yolanda Salinas
Zurlo's All Electric
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Donations

In Kind

 
 

Monetary Donations
Aurora House does not receive any
government aid or funding from national or
state humane societies and relies entirely on
private donations to fund our program. To
donate, visit
www.aurorahouse.org/donate

In-Kind Donations
To help reduce costs, our program is always
in need of items to support our activities -
from blankets and wipes for the patients to
office supplies. Visit our Wish List to see
what you can help with.
www.aurorahouse.org/wishlist

Monthly Donations
Monthly donors support our work
throughout the year with recurring monthly
gifts. These monthly donations allow us to
focus on making everyday as comfortable as
possible for our patients. To donate, visit
www.aurorahouse.org/donate

Volunteer
Our work depends entirely on the support
of our dedicated volunteers. Many
opportunities are available for youth, adult
and groups in our program and for events. 
www.aurorahouse.org/volunteer

Contact Aymara Ortez at
(956) 973-9690 or email
aymara@aurorahouse.org

Become a Sponsor
By choosing to become a sponsor for Aurora
House you'll be allowing us to continue
providing compassionate end-of-life care
for those in need in our community.

Contact Marisela Gonzalez at
(956) 973-9690 or (512) 865-8085
or email mari@aurorahouse.org

Corporate & Business
Partnership

Get your company involved to raise funds
for Aurora House by sponsoring an event. 

Contact Marisela Gonzalez at
(956) 973-9690 or (512) 865-8085
or email mari@aurorahouse.org

How You Can Help

Thank you!
 

Planned Gifts & Legacy
Requests

Including Aurora House in your will or
trust can create a lasting legacy to help the
community for years to come.

Contact Marisela Gonzalez at
(956) 973-9690 or (512) 865-8085
or email mari@aurorahouse.org

A.N. Tony Rico Elementary 
Adrian Farias
Adriana Gonzalez
Alicia Rosales
All Generations Health Care Inc. 
Alma Garza
Angel Wings Hospice
Annette Rios-Barrera
Antonio Garcia, Jr. 
Armando Contreras
Beatrice Cavazos
Becky Contreras
Boys & Girls Club 
Cassie Montalvo
Celina Gonzalez
Christine & Ana Sanchez
Dario Garcia
Dinesh Turvankar
Eloy Gonzales & Marisela Gonzalez
Family Ramonas Gomez
Fernando & Delia Dominguez
Fernando Fuentes
Girl Scout Troop 229 
Jennifer Rodriguez
Joyce Rich
Julisa Castillo
Kindred Hospice (Curo) 
La Mision Palliative Care & Hospice 
Love of Christ Lutheran Church 
Lynncare Hospice Services 
Magic Valley Electric Coop 
Magic Valley Retired School Personal
Association 
Maria Gomez
Mark McCaleb
Memorial Funeral Home 
Mercedes Lions Club 
Mid River Christian Church 
Mrs. Summers 
Only Love Hospice 
Oralia Mendoza
Ranchero Village
Rio Grande Valley Educational
Secretary Assoc. 
Rosalia Arredondo
Sandra Ivy
Siesta Retirement Village 
Siesta Village Worship Hour 
Snow to Sun RV Park 
Southern Comfort Park 
STC ADN Program 
Sumeda Carien
The Pena Funeral Home 
Valley Grande Institute 
Weslaco East Baseball 
Weslaco High CTE ECHS 
Weslaco Lions Club
Weslaco Mid Valley Lions
Yolanda Salinas
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Amelia Gonzalez         
       Adalberto & Rosa Linda Hinojosa
Americo & Dionicia De La Paz 
       Americo De La Paz III
Arene Doerfler 
       John & Ellen Allen
Aurora E. Perez 
       Melida Gonzalez
Bill Summers  
       Bill and Sally Roach
Charlotte Back 
       Mary Kasella,
Daniel "Danny" E. Arnold        
       Randall Summers
       Emmett L Bills
Daniel Robert Reed     
       Anna Smith
David Castillo 
       Irene Castillo
Derrick & Marvin Heilman      
       Bill and Sally Roach

Joseph Martinez 
       Rachel Gil
Mark Eoff 
       Melvin Terveen
Mary Vertrees 
       Liselotte Pinkerton
Mrs. Leonor Ana Pardo 
        Elizabeth & Subram Krishnan, MD
Patricio Briones 
        Rachel Briones
       David Briones 
Peggy Webber 
       Kathy Griffin
Robert Garza 
       Atanacio Jr. Hinojosa
Robert James "Bob" Rektorik  
       Jennifer Rektorik
Robert Reed    
       Irene Mauldin
       Nancy La Duke
Robert Scott    
       Robert David Scott
Rufino & Aurora Barron          
       Ofelia Barron
Sergio Lazo     
       Scott Jenkines
Tonie Fuentes 
       Robert & Jodi Janik
Vangie Martinez          
       Atanacio Hinojosa, Jr.
Vickers Barrett 
       Priscilla Rawson

In Kind
Arnulfo Herrera
       Dalia Suarez Diaz
J.R. Wade
       Margaret Barnes
Jesus Martinez
       Myra Martinez
Maria Cordero
       Maria C. Arredondo

In Honor of
In Kind  

Friends and family members of a hospice
patient remember a loved one in various

ways: sometimes with flowers, a card, and
sometimes it is with a more lasting

tribute in the form of a memorial gift. 
 

Through memorial gift-giving you
remember your loved one in a very

meaningful way and at the same time
you help other hospice patients in need. 

 
To make a donation visit

https://aurorahouse.org/donations/  or
use the envelope provided with the

newsletter.

Memorial Gifts

Visit www.aurorahouse.org/donations
and click on MONTHLY with your
credit or debit card. One time
donations are greatly appreciated.

You can also write a check to Aurora
House and specify Annual Giving in the
memo line. Check can be mailed to
P.O. Box 976, Weslaco, Texas 78599

Give Online

Donate by Check

Dianne Tanner Becker 
       Glenn Mancel
Doris Jacobson 
       John and Patty Ellis
Doris Williams 
       Sue Ellen Dailey 
       Carl & April McCune
Douglas Brundige 
       Mary Brundige
Dr. William Locke 
       Don McDaniel
Elaine McCarty 
       Erin Tabone
Elizabeth "Liz" De La Rosa 
       Anna Smith
Fernando Saenz 
       Ruben & Augustina Saenz
Flora Kennedy 
       Camille Jones
Gene Henry 
       Sheryl L. Henry
Ilda Vasquez  
       Don McDaniel
Ilse Drawe  
       Anna Smith
James "Jim" Rogers  
       Rodolfo & Margaret Perez
Janis Ramsey 
       George Ramsey
       Dr. & Mrs. Raymond Mensing
Jerry Lasater  
       Randall Summers

Antonio Cantu         
       Guadalupe Cantu
Carla Sausto            
       Vincent Sausto
Christine Prince       
       Charity McCormick
Debbie Rektorik's Birthday      
       Craig Wiegand
       Esperanza Garza
Doris Williams         
       Larry Williams
Flo Lasater               
       Randall Summers
Jo Davis                  
       Randall Summers
Nora Solis Gil         
       Gerardo & Lisa Gil
Rhonda Garza's Birthday         
       Esperanza Garza
Santa Claus              
       B. W. & Ingelise Jones
Staff
       Elizabeth & Subram Krishnan, MD

Blanca Martinez de Olivarez
       Jaime Olivarez
Clotilde Cantu
       Anonymous, In-Kind Donations
Guadalupe Gomez
       Anonymous, In-Kind Donations
       Ramones Gomez Family
       Maria Gomez
       Luz Ramones
       Evelyn Gomez
Lauro Najera
       Anonymous, In-Kind Donations
Maria Luisa Castillo
       Lorena Garcia
       Family of M. Castillo
       Elizabeth Mata
Olga Luna
       Olga Holly Luna
Raul Solis
       Israel Solis
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Mitty Reyna

Dr. Rafael Rodriguez
Kevin Bloomquist

Oralia Tafola
Annette Rios- Barrera

Laura Lopez
Patricia E. Barrera

Adrian Farias

Araceli Cantu
Caregiver Supervisor

Becky Contreras
House & Grounds Supervisor

Alma Garza
Josie Trevino
Gloria Handy

Christina Perez
Brittany Hernandez

Linda Gonzalez
Cynthia Vasquez

Tanya Mata
Juanita Espinoza
Melissa Calderon

Caregivers

OUR MISSION

I N  P A R I S ,  1 9 8 8 ,  F R E N C H M A N  P A S Q U I E R  I N V I T E D  A  G R O U P  O F  F R I E N D S  T O  A N  E L E G A N T
G A T H E R I N G ,  R E Q U E S T I N G  T H E Y  A L L  W E A R  W H I T E  A T T I R E  T O  I N D I C A T E  T H E I R  S T A T U S  A S  H I S
S E L E C T E D  G U E S T S .  S I N C E  T H E N ,  T H I S  A R I S T O C R A T I C  B O R N  T R A D I T I O N  H A S  B E E N  R E P L I C A T E D
A C R O S S  S I X  C O N T I N E N T S  A N D  I S  A L W A Y S  " I N V I T A T I O N  O N L Y " .  T H I S  Y E A R  O N  A D M I N I S T R A T I V E
P R O F E S S I O N A L S '  D A Y ,  A U R O R A  H O U S E  I N V I T E S  Y O U  T O  A L L O W  U S  T O  T R E A T  Y O U R  O W N  S E L E C T
S P E C I A L  G U E S T S  T O  A  P A R I S  S T Y L E  L U N C H E O N  W I T H  T H E  T H E M E ,  " A L L  W H I T E " .  A S  A L W A Y S ,  W E
H A V E  P L A N N E D  F O R  A  S P R I N G  S T Y L E  S H O W ,  A  D E L I C I O U S  L U N C H E O N ,  A N D  O T H E R  F U N
S U R P R I S E S .  

Y O U R  S P O N S O R S H I P  F O R  T H I S  E V E N T  P R O V I D E S  V I T A L  C A S H  F U N D S  I N  S U P P O R T  O F  T H E
A U R O R A  H O U S E  M I S S I O N  T O  P R O V I D E  C O M P A S S I O N A T E  E N D - O F - L I F E  C A R E  I N  A  C O M F O R T I N G ,
H O M E - L I K E  S E T T I N G .  W H E R E  T H E R E  I S  L A C K  O F  A B L E  O R  P R E S E N T  C A R E G I V E R S  I N  T H E  H O M E ,
L A C K  O F  A D E Q U A T E  S H E L T E R  O R  O T H E R  D I F F I C U L T  S I T U A T I O N S ,  W E  A S S I S T  T H O S E  U N D E R  O U R
C A R E  T O  A P P R O A C H  D E A T H  W I T H  D I G N I T Y ,  C O M F O R T ,  A N D  P E A C E .  A U R O R A  H O U S E  I S  A B L E  T O
C A R E  F O R  O U R  P A T I E N T S  L I K E  F A M I L Y ,  A S  W E  D O  N O T  R E C E I V E  I N S U R A N C E  O R  G O V E R N M E N T
F U N D I N G .  I T  I S  T H R O U G H  T H E  C O N T I N U I N G  G E N E R O S I T Y  O F  O U R  C O M M U N I T Y  A N D  S P O N S O R S
L I K E  Y O U  T H A T  W E  C A N  K E E P  O U R  D O O R S  O P E N  T O  T H O S E  W H O  N E E D  U S  I N  T H E I R  M O S T
D I F F I C U L T  T I M E .

S P O N S O R S H I P S  A P P L Y  T O  T H E  E N T I R E  E V E N T ,  B U T  T I C K E T S  A R E  C H O S E N  F O R  O N E  O R  T H E
O T H E R  L U N C H E O N  O R  C A N  B E  S P R E A D  O U T  B E T W E E N  T H E  T W O  D A Y S .  S E A T I N G  I S  L I M I T E D ,  A N D
W E  W I L L  R E S E R V E  T H E  L U N C H E O N S  T O  C A P A C I T Y .  Y O U R  P R O M P T  R E S P O N S E  W I L L  E N S U R E  T H A T
Y O U R  S E L E C T E D  G U E S T S  H A V E  A  R E S E R V E D  S E A T  A T  T H E  L U N C H E O N  O F  Y O U R  C H O I C E .

Vice President
Melanie Riley
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To provide compassionate care
for persons in the last chapter

of life, in a home-like setting, so
they can approach a peaceful

death with comfort and dignity.
 

 

Administrative
Coordinator

Aymara Ortez

Member at Large
Yoli Salinas

OUR FUNDERS

Thank you!
 

Educational Outreach & Development
Program Coordinator

Lynette Castillo


