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Employers! Worry no 

more about how to 

honor your office staff on 

Administrative Assis-

tants’ Day. The Aurora 

House Foundation has 

solved your problem!  

The group will sponsor a 

wonderful Luncheon 

and Style show on 

Wednesday, April 21, 

from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 

p.m., at the Knapp Con-

ference Center in Wes-

laco.  

The event will feature a 

seated luncheon, style 

show, silent auction, 

and door prizes. All 

money raised will bene-

fit patient care at the 

Aurora House.  Mem-

bers of the public are 

also most welcome to 

attend. 

This year’s lunch-

eon is the third an-

nual event for Wes-

laco’s Aurora 

House, a non-profit, 

501(c) 3 facility li-

censed to care for 

the terminally ill. 

Designed to provide 

compassionate, end-of –

life care, Aurora House 

offers patient care in a 

home-like atmosphere 

through trained commu-

nity volunteers and a 

staff of nursing assis-

tants.   

Event Chairs are: Rhonda 

Garza and Patti 

Dittburner. Other com-

mittees include; Lana 

Marie Paris, sponsor-

ships; Norma Montalvo, 

food; Alicia Aguilar and 

Melanie Riley, publicity; 

Loretta Barbee, decorat-

ing, and Margaret 

McAllen, tickets. 

Table sponsorships are 

$1,000 (10 tickets), with a 

half-table sponsorship at 

$500 (5 tickets). There is 

also a $250 sponsorship 

available. Individual tick-

ets are available at $50 

per person.  Anyone inter-

ested should call the 

Aurora House at (956)973

-9690. 

The Aurora House To Hold Annual Event 
Honoring Administrative Professionals 

Spring 2010 

Texas Grace Gets Into the Act 

Texas Grace, A group of 

musical Winter Texans (4 

from Canada and 1 from 

Nashville) learned that a 

friend of theirs was ad-

mitted to Aurora House.  

Thinking that their blend 

of country music and gos-
pel music might be heart-

warming to their friend, 

the group readily agreed 

to sing at AH.  The 

group’s leader, Merle 

Duguid, said the group 

thoroughly enjoyed them-

selves and ended up de-

lighting both patients and 

caregivers alike. 

Of Special Note 

Since Inception June 21, 2007 

# of Patients and their Fami-

lies Served: 161 

Age Range:  17—97 

Avg. Length of Stay: 27 Days 

# of Cities served: 11 

 

Nov 2009—Feb 2010 

# of Volunteers:  70 

# of Volunteer Groups: 2 

# of Volunteer Hours: 577 

 



tended and all enjoyed the treats, 

presents, and the fun time together.   

Each child of 

every caregiver 

received a 

Christmas pre-

sent chosen just 

for them. 

We are grateful 

to the energy 

and generosity of Rhonda Garza, 

daughter of our director Kathy 

Scheuerman, for organizing this 

very special event. 

One of the highlights of our Christ-

mas season was a party especially 

planned for our caregivers’ children. 

The beautiful festive decorations, 

arranged by the employees, inspired 

our patients and their family mem-

bers.   Several visitors asked if we 

had a professional interior decora-

tor. 

Ten of our caregivers’ children at-

Another very special wedding was 

celebrated on December 26, 2009 at 

Aurora House.   

One of our residents, Mr. Armando 

Gonzales, gave his daughter, Rose-

mary, in marriage to Mr. Celedono 

Bruno.   

Several family members and friends 

were also in attendance. 

Mr. Gonzales was very ill and his 

loved ones feared that his time was 

short.  The thought was heartbreak-

ing.  

However, the morning of December 

26th, a miracle seemed to occur.  

Mr. Gonzales got out of bed and 

requested assistance to get dressed 

and prepare for his daughter’s wed-

ding. 

 

Within a few hours, the family and 

friends joyfully witnessed the cere-

mony performed by Judge Gilbert 

Saenz.   

Sadly, two days later the Lord 

called Mr. Gonzales home but he 

left the family and loved ones some 

very special and comforting pre-

cious memories. 

Submitted by Clara Riley 
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McAllen Fine Arts Department 
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Christmas Was Festive At Aurora House 

Wedding Bells Ring 

Memorials  
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“They wanted to know if we 

had a professional interior 

decorator” 
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November 2009—February 2010 
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Thank you so much for the won-

derful care you took of our wife 

and mother, Nola Christensen. 

 

Special thanks to each care-

giver:  Therese, Juan, Celina, 

Araceli, and Maria.  Your com-

passion and skill was very evi-

dent as you helped and cared 

for Nola. 

 

Thank you, too, for your kind-

ness to us, the many meals, the 

caring, and the explanations of 

what to expect. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Ewald Christensen and Family 
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In Kind Donors 

November 2009—February 2010 
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Super Bowl 

Contributions 

January 2010 



For the second year in a row, Fred 

and Bernie McCaleb encouraged 

donations to Aurora House as the 

―price of admission‖ to a 

wonderful, fun, super, 

Super Bowl party.   

Serving as a Board Mem-

ber of the Aurora House 

Foundation, Bernie 

(Jenk’s Flowers) and hus-

band Fred (McCaleb Fu-

neral Home) decided last 

year that highlighting a 

local charity was a winner 

for both Aurora House  

and their guests alike.  

 

The party-goers responded enthusi-

astically this year by donating 

$10,029!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One very large check in the amount 

of $4,000 was donated by AEP– 

Weslaco. 

These contributions are greatly ap-

preciated by Aurora House—a 501

(c)3 organization.   

Patients are not charged for staying 

at Aurora House and AH receives 

no government funding and relies 

exclusively on donations from the 

community.  It takes about 

$215,000 to fully operate Aurora 

House each year. 

We are grateful to the whole 

McCaleb family and those local foot-

ball fans for their generous support!   

Lupita Martinez, and asked 

if they could donate some of 

their day-old pastries to 

Aurora House. 

Those pastries are such a 

delightful treat and have 

been heartily welcomed  by 

the family members of our 

Starbucks of Weslaco has 

become a wonderful partner 

and friend to Aurora House 

patients and their families. 

In 2008, after opening their 

newest store in the Valley in 

Weslaco, Starbucks employ-

ees contacted then director, 

residents—many of whom spend a 

great deal of time at Aurora House. 

Aurora House always welcomes in-

kind donations—please contact Direc-

tor Kathy Scheuerman for a wish list  

if you are interested. (956)973-9690. 

 

Spotlight on Volunteer Larry Blegen 
By Clara Riley 

Another Super, Super Bowl Success 
Over $10,000 Raised 

Community Support 

Community Partner—

Starbucks of Weslaco 

House; with the 

Knapp Medical Center 

Hospice Department; 

and at John Knox Vil-

lage.   

He spends many 

hours each week with 

residents comforting, 

encouraging, reading 

and even singing.  His 

long history of caring 

and sharing includes twelve 

years as a lay minister in Minne-

sota and he is a frequent speaker 

at many churches here in the 

RGV.    

He derives inspiration from the 

famous words of St. Francis of 

Assisi “Love in your heart isn’t 

put there to stay...Love isn’t love 

until you give it away.”               

Larry Blegen has volunteered at 

Aurora House since early 2008.  A 

long time resident of Minnesota, 

Larry came to the RGV as a Winter 

Texan in 2002.  He was so attracted 

by the friendly people, warm 

weather and the economy, he be-

came a full time resident in 2004.  

Larry generously shares his time 

and energy through volunteering at 

several local facilities:  Aurora 

Jerry Don Wilson presents a $4,000 check for Aurora 

House from AEP  to Bernie McCaleb during the McCaleb 

Super Bowl Celebration. 
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Larry Blegen 
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disease, so they can approach death with dignity, comfort and peace. 
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Memorials and Honorariums (continued from page 2) 

(956) 973-9690 

(956) 973-9705 fax 

Aurora 
House Honorary Board Members                                                                        

Rafael Rodriguez, MD - Founder                     Loretta Barbee                                               

Delia Weaver                                                Lynn Carter                                                                                  

Operations Director...…………………………….......Kathy Scheuerman 
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Catherine Hyde 

Mr. & Mrs. E. L. Hyde 


