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Dear Dr. Rafael Rodriguez & Aurora 
House Staff: 
 
THANK-YOU so much for the op-
portunity you have afforded our 
4th level students to experience 
hospice-palliative care. As an RN 
advocating for people in the end-
of-life in the Rio Grande Valley, I 
truly cannot thank you 
enough.  You have blessed me! 
 
To quote a couple students: 
 
“What I enjoyed most about this 
experience was how passionate & 
devoted every member of the patient’s 
care team seemed to be about what 
they were trying to achieve for the pa-
tient – Comfort & Compassion”  
 
“I was exposed to a type of care that I 
had never been exposed to and I 
learned a lot about providing comfort 
for terminal patients.” 
 
Eight students expressed a de-
sire to become hospice/
palliative nurses in the future. 
 
Without this experience they 
might never have realized this 
desire! 
 
Sincerely, 
Chelan M. Williams, RN, MSN, 
FNP-BC 
ADN Faculty, NAH 
South Texas College 

STC Students Finish Training 

Eighty-nine students complete rotation at AH 

Spring 2011 

Of Special Note 

Since Inception June 21, 2007 

# of Patients and their Fami-

lies Served:  238 

Age Range:  17—97 

Avg. Length of Stay: 27 Days 

# of Cities served: 13 

 

Nov  2010—Feb 2011 

# of Volunteers:  61 

# of Volunteer Groups:  3 

# of Volunteer Hours: 402 

 



 

 

 

In Memory of  

Horace "Hank" Edgley   

Jeannette Edgley                                           

 

In Memory of Charlie Sutton 

Larry & Patti Dittburner 

 Siesta Village, Inc. 

 

In Memory of Hector Farias 

Larry & Patti Dittburner 

Siesta Village, Inc. 

 

In Memory of  

Kally Vick Thompson 

Fred & Bernardine McCaleb 

 

In Memory of Ruth Fasano 

Fred & Bernardine McCaleb 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Memory of John Guin 

Larry & Patti Dittburner 

Siesta Village, Inc. 

 

In Memory of W. A. Odom Jr. 

Larry & Patti Dittburner 

Siesta Village, Inc. 

 

In Memory of Margery Payne 

Larry & Patti Dittburner 

Siesta Village, Inc. 

 

In Memory of Ramona Reyes 

Gloria Longoria 

 

In Memory of Mark Schwarz 

Robert & Margaret McAllen 

 

The southwest area of the backyard 

has been designated as the site for 

our lovely Memorial Garden.  A 

winding walkway flanked by cy-

press trees, hedges and seasonal 

flowers will be enjoyed for years to 

come by patients and their family 

members.   

There are several ways to support 

Aurora House by honoring or re-

membering a loved one and to cele-

brate their life. 

 You may purchase commemorative 

pavers or garden features.   

Engraved pavers 4”x8”-$50; 8”x8”-

$100; 12” x 12”-$150.  Christ Bust 

$500, Bronze Angel $5,000. 

 

 

Memorial  Garden 
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Losing a loved one is never easy.  

To comfort those of us left behind, 

we offer a lovely way to pay tribute 

This year’s annual Aurora House 

Luncheon honoring Administrative 

Assistants will be held Wednesday, 

April 27, from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 

p.m., at the Knapp Conference Cen-

ter in Weslaco.  

The style show will feature a tribute 

to the upcoming Royal Wedding 
taking place later this month. 

Attendees will also be treated to a 

seated luncheon,  silent auction, and 

door prizes. All money raised will 

benefit patient care at the Aurora 

House.   

Members of the public are also most 

welcome to attend. 

This year’s luncheon is the fourth 

annual event for Weslaco’s Aurora 

House, a non-profit, 501(c) 3 facility 

licensed to care for the terminally 

ill. Designed to provide compassion-

ate, end-of–life care, Aurora House 

offers patient care in a home-like 

atmosphere through trained com-

munity volunteers and a staff of 

nursing assistants.   

Event Chairs are: Rhonda Garza 

and Patti Dittburner.  

Table sponsorships may be pur-

chased:   

Diamond Partner $5,000 (two ta-

bles/16 guests);  

Gold Partner  $1,000 (1 table/8 

tickets);  

Silver Partner $500 (4 tickets); 

Bronze Partner $250 (2 tick-

ets).   

 

Individual tickets are available 

at $50 per person.   

 

Anyone interested should call the 

Aurora House at (956)973-9690 

Luncheon Celebrates  
A Royal Wedding 
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In Memory of  

Evelyn Louise Boultinghouse 

Anthony & Dotty Brunnemann 

Carolyn Davis 

 

In Memory of Vicente Alvarado 

Sara L. Barnes 

Margaret J. Praegitzer 

Gerry & Josephine Richerson 

 

In Memory of  

Charles Walther Brown 

Charles & Bennie Thompson 

 

In Memory of  

Nicolas Cadena 

Elena Cadena 

 

In Memory of  

Maria B. Castillo 

Ofelia Barron 

 

In Memory of  

Birta Castro 

George & Blanca Vera 

 

In Memory of  

Gustavo Cavazos 

Cavazos Family 

Tom & Blanca Brandon 

 

In Memory of  

James Cook 

John & Bette Fasano 

Mr. & Mrs. Herman A. Henry 

 

In Memory of Kerry Creed 

Bessi Austin 

Harold & Dorothy Bartmess 

Dan & Sherry Bender 

Necia & Neal Bilson 

Elmer Bradley 

Don & Susan Burford 

Class of 1974 Conway Springs 

John Cline 

Lee Collins 

Conway Springs Arena Club 

James & Donella Cook 

Ross & Sheryl Craft 

Deborah J. Creed 

Kent Creed 

Kevin & Deborah Creveling 

Gladys Dalbom 

Willard & Mary Davis 

Carl & Laura Demeter 

Gary & Jean Dennett 

Lloyd & Kay Drake 

Richard Ebersole 

Lyle & Arloa Edwards 

George & Irene Epley 

Martin & Betty Franz 

Gary & Wanda Girard 

Ted & Wanda Hancock 

Jim & Betty Hare 

Maurice & Judy Harper 

Leland & Carolyn Hein 

Lawrence & Joan Hemberger 

Buddy & Joy Henderson 

Calvin & Shirley Hock 

Allyn & Nancy Jarred 

Lloyd & Muriel Johnson 

Neil & Irma Johnston 

Rich & Pat Kellison 

Kermit & Barbara 

McGregor 

Dick & Debbie Mercer 

Bill & Anna Murphy 

Karen Naomi 

Dave & Marge Patch 

Zelma & Jr. Pauly 

Scott & Louie Peterson 

Quiet Village II Activity 

Association 

Emma Riggs 

Gregory & Janalee Sei-

wert 

Marie Sickels 

Darwin & Lois Anne Sobotka 

Elsie Steffens 

Darrel & Connie Stoner 

Francis & Kathleen Ternes 

Pete & Maria Ternes 

Tingley Meal Site 

Muriel Ward 

Ramona Weeks 

Webb's Family 

Marjorie Werner 

Edith Wood 

Cletus & Beverly Zoglmann 

 

In Memory of Betty East 

Alfred & Velma Dirks 

 

In Memory of  

Horace “Hank” Edgley 

Christine Baker 

Richard & Diana Boesch 

Valarie Marinaro 

Texas Preceptor XI Epsilon Chapter 

 

In Memory of Skip Farrell 

Mr. & Mrs. J. Wiley Finney Jr. 

 

In Memory of Ruth Fasano 

Orin & Hazel Anderson 

Danny & Karen Arnold 

Horace & Flo Caldwell 

Les & Nancy Ditges 

Hazel Everhard 

Chris Fasano 

Eric Fasano 

Jeff Fasano 

Tara Fasano 

Tony & Linda Fasano 

Mr. & Mrs. Herman Henry 

Marilynn Hill 

Camille Jones 

Jones, Galligan, Key & Lozano, 

L.L.P 

Barbara La Prade 

Genie Sue Lemley 

Nancy L. Mellick 

Jesse & Louella Russell 

Susan Grosser Russell 

Rudolf & Joella Schultz 

Seiver Implement Company 

Dale & Donna Story 

Charles & Nan Sutton 

Weslaco Elks Auxiliary 

Mr. & Mrs. Harold John Zurlo 

 

In Memory of Henry Fernandez 

Hilaria Fernandez 

 

In Memory of Henrietta Fusco 

Rio Grande Health Information 

(RGVHIMA) 

 

In Memory of Bill Griffin 

Darlene Griffin 

 

In Memory of John Guin 

Mr. & Mrs. Ray Dyer 

 

In Memory of Maureen Hall 

Kathryn Cain 

 

In Memory of Kathryn Hyde 

Jesse & Louella Russell 

 

In Memory of Max Jentsch 

Alma Jentsch 

 

 

 

Memorials  November 2010—February 2011 
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Memorials and Honorariums (continued from page 3) 
In Memory of  

Barbara Jones Bright 

Charles & Bennie Thompson 

 

In Memory of Elton W. Jones 

Ralph E. Jones 

 

In Memory of John B. Kent 

Gene & May Adams 

Orlen & Shirley Anderson 

Don & Barbara Barnard 

G G  & M M Beyes 

Dave & Mary Ellen Bruun 

Dale & Carol Buzzard 

Country Palms Park Residents 

Dale & Norma Cooklin 

Dick & Leslie Cleaveland 

Irma Cleaveland 

George & Betty Dush 

Jeanne Folsom 

E & H Hagen 

Marlene Harbin 

Leland & Carolyn 

Robert & Debra McIntyre 

Stan & Char Miner 

Dale & Hazel Mohn 

Eugene & Naoma Pratt 

Lloyd & Vi Sacks 

Marie & Claudette Shafer 

May & Don Soole 

Mel & Virginia Staurum 

Joe & Jan Stinchfield 

Milo & Mabel Swanger 

The Kent Family 

Leo & Blanche Tschetter 

John & Tootie Varone 

 

In Memory of Leona Key 

J.D. Key 

 

In Memory of Bernard Kirsch 

Ben & Cindy Kirsch 

 

In Memory of  

Dorothea Lawrence 

Shirley J. Gugin 

 

In Memory of Ted Long 

Patricia Long 

 

In Memory of  

Maria D. J. Longoria 

Gumecinda Gomez 

 

In Memory of Sibyl Mattar 

Delta Literacy Club 

Frances W. Isbell 

 

In Memory of Luisa R. Morales 

Rene & Maria Pantoja 

 

In Memory of Zora Newberry 

Alfred & Velma Dirks 

 

In Memory of W. A. Odom 

Charles & Carolyn Bell 

Tom and Lynn Carter 

 

In Memory of Arlys Patterson 

Patricia Patterson 

 

In Memory of Margery Payne 

Mr. & Mrs. Joe Barbee 

Mr. James D. Chapman 

Church of the Remnant Hope 

Terry & Nancy Gray 

Richard Lehman 

Gary & Lou Ann Matlock 

Dr. Rodolfo & Margaret Perez 

Seiver Implement Company 

Robert & Frances Solether 

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Vaughan 

Mr. & Mrs. James R. Wilt 

 

In Memory of Veronica Perez 

Mario B. Dominguez 

 

In Memory of Francisca Piedra 

Yolanda Vela 

 

In Memory of Emilia Ramirez 

Olby Hughes 

 

In Memory of Sammy Reed 

Harold & Doris Neill 

 

In Memory of Ramona Reyes 

Gloria Longoria 

 

In Memory of Elizabeth Sepul-

veda 

Anthony & Leticia Covacevich 

 

In Memory of Kenneth Sherry 

Mr. & Mrs. Joe Barbee 

 

In Memory of Collene Smith 

Marlin & Ruth Meehlhause 

In Memory of David Roy Souder 

Tracy Alderete 

Linda Ruiz 

Gerri Souder 

 

In Memory of Robert Stevenson 

Anita D. Collins 

Robert & Betty Gordon 

Kathleen Stevenson 

 

In Memory of Patsy Stigers 

Jason & Lynnette Mohr 

 

In Memory of  

Charles Thomas Sutton 

Kathryn S. Cain 

 

In Memory of  

Kally Vick Thompson 

Charles & Carolyn Bell 

Larry & Patti Dittburner 

Robert C. Manning D.D.S. 

Dr. & Mrs. Leo Neal Namken 

William & Diane Shea 

Siesta Village, Inc. 

Walter & Sherry Thompson 

 

In Memory of Charles Zbinden 

Elsiebel Kasch-Noe 

First United Methodist Church 

(friendship Class) Weslaco 

 

**************************** 
 

In Honor Of  

Jose Angel Abrego 

Maria Anita Tamez 

 

In Honor of 

Mr. & Mrs. Ivan Alspaw 

Mr. & Mrs. James H. Tate 

Mr. & Mrs. Milton Tate Jr. 

Dr. & Mrs. Leo Neal Namken 

 

Honorarium 

Dr. & Mrs. Juan J. Gonzalez-

Dickson 

 

In Honor of Mr. and Mrs. Romeo 

Perez 

Raul Cabaza III 

 

In Honor of Benjamin Rios 

Maria Victoria Torres 



Alicia Aguilar 

Janie Alvarado 

David Arredondo 

Jane Bailey 

Larry Blegen 

Araceli Cantu 

Guadalupe Cardenas 

John Castro 

Catholic Daughters of America 

Bobby Cavazos 

Idolina Cavazos 

Carolyn Davis 

Virginia Davis 

Elizabeth Davila 

Brenda Dedrick 

Josefa De Los Santos 

Rachel Diaz 

Laura Dowery 

Ilene Epley 

Sabrina Esquivel 

Linda Fasano 

Marie Ferrell 

First Baptist Church (Women Mis-

sionary Union) 

First Methodist Church-Mercedes 

Linda Flores 

Foremost Paving 

Robert Frazier 

Frontera Audubon Society 

Dolores Garcia 

Maria Garcia 

Gloria Garza 

Rhonda Garza 

Tita Garza 

Amabeli Gonzalez 

Yolanda Gonzalez 

Grace Episcopal Church (Daughters 

of the King) 

Ana Guest 

Dorothy Heater 

H.E.B. # 231 Weslaco 

Karen Heilman 

Bertha Hinojosa 

Alex & Idolina Jimenez 

Ed Lampman 

La Santisima Trinidad 

Esperanza Leal 

Jean Leith 

Karen Macking 

Jose Mata 

McCaleb Funeral Home 

Mid-Valley Office Supplies 

New Life 

Kathy Payne 

Benita Peña 

Anita Pequeño 

Gloria Ramirez 

Ranchero Village 

Ranchero Village Knitters 

Michelle Reyna 

Maria Rivera 

Maribel Rodriguez 

Children’s Christmas Party 

In - Kind Donors    
November 2010 - February 2011 

 The Caregiver’s Children were 

treated to a Christmas party on De-

cember 16.   

 

Rhonda Garza organized this fun 

event and was assisted by Norma 

Montalvo who furnished a festive 

cake.   

 

Each child received a gift purchased 

from Gift Cards donated by TJ Max.   

 

A delightful time was had by chil-

dren and adults alike. 
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Nick & Esther Rodriguez 

Jessica Roman 

Cassandra Salinas 

Feliciano Salinas 

Ambrosia Salud 

Victoria Sanchez 

Mike Schneider 

Andy & Pam Scott 

Jerry Smith 

St. Joseph Church- Donna 

Windy Sulewski 

Rita Sydow 

Maria Anita Tamez 

Esther Torres 

Trails End Park 

Valley Land Title Co. 

Isabel Varela 

Terry Veal 

Jasmine Vela 

Debbie Villalon 

Maria Villarreal 

Joann Widle 

Bob Will 

Linda Williams 

Opal Wilson 

Martin Zamora 

Thanks to Ryan Vaughan and 

Smokin’ on the Rio for donating a 

truck load of leftover sodas and wa-

ter.  AH is grateful to be remem-

bered! 

Smily  and Sidney Salinas 
Alberto Calderon Jr., Jodi Cruz 

and Angel Calderon 



Primary Business Address 

Your Address Line 2 

Your Address Line 3 

Your Address Line 4 

BUSINESS NAME 

Fax: 555-555-5555 

E-mail: someone@example.com 

Your business tag line here. 

We’re on the Web! 

example.com 

Aurora 
House 

Your business tag line here. 

Aurora 
House 

Aurora House recognizes dying as part of the normal process of 

living and focuses on respect and compassion in preparation for death.  

Its mission is to provide care for persons in the last phase of incurable 

disease, so they can approach death with dignity, comfort and peace. 
 

Aurora House Foundation                                                      

2011-2012 Board of Directors 

 

Patti Dittburner, Chair                          Bill Lowe    

Norma Montalvo, Vice-Chair                 Lana Marie Paris 

E. Richard Vaughan Jr., Treasurer           Margaret McAllen  

Alicia Aguilar, Secretary                         Dr. Daniel Farray                              

Bernardine McCaleb                               

2646 W. 18th St. 

P.O. Box 976 

Weslaco, TX  78599 

AURORA HOUSE FOUNDATION  

(956) 973-9690 

(956) 973-9705 fax 

 

Please!  Call us with your email address 
and we will email your newsletter — It will be in 

color and will save Aurora House po$tage!!! 

Aurora 
House Honorary Board Members                                                                        

Rafael Rodriguez, MD - Founder                     Loretta Barbee                                               

Delia Weaver                                                Lynn Carter                                                                                  

Operations Director...…………………………….......Kathy Scheuerman 

Clerical Assistant …………………………...…….....Evangelina Gonzalez                                     

Caregivers: ……. Therese Corkery, Juan Salinas, Maria Calderon, Araceli 

Cantu, Damian Becerra, Heather Adams 

Newsletter Editor……………...………………..…………..Lynn Carter 

Special Care Facility for  

End of Life Care 

ADL Services, Inc. 

Beta Sigma Phi 

Ferdie & Laura L. Burket 

Mrs. Lupe Camargo 

Irma Carballo 

Ross & Betsy Curtsinger 

Carolyn Davis 

Delta Literacy Club-Weslaco 

Dora Ellis 

Elsa Civic & Study Club 

Fredrick & Carolyn Engle 

Gertrudis Estrada 

Fine Arts Club-Weslaco 

First Baptist Church (The Glad-

den Sunday School) 

First Christian Church (Disciples 

of Christ)-Donna 

First United Methodist Church 

(Friendship Class) - Weslaco 

Gerald & Rita Frankl 

Armando Garcia 

Gerald D. Gieseke 

Arvilla R. Griffith 

Derly Guajardo 

Peter & Debora Hines 

Hochheim Branch # 39 Insurance 

Robert & Virginia Janik 

John Knox Village Residents & Asso-

ciates 

R & V Larson LVG 

Rudy Leal 

Love of Christ Lutheran Church 

(ELCA) 

Lutheran Fraternal Organization 

Women Org. (WELCA) 

Thrivent 

Magic Valley Retired Teachers 

Sharon Newcomer 

Walt Piper 

Gary D. Poulton 

Antonio & Maria Ramirez 

Red Hatters of Country Sunshine 

RGV Fellowship Church 

RGV Healing Room 

Sally Roach 

Fanny & Buddy Ross 

Aurora Saenz 

Nita M. Sauerbrei 

Andy & Pam Scott 

Siesta Village Worship Hour 

Southern Comfort Activities Group 

STC Photo Club 

The Literary Review Club 

The Muñoz Family-Mercedes 

Charles Vaughan 

Village Circle Club 

Robert & Evelyn Waters 

Craig & Marguerite Wiegand 

Weslaco Elks Auxiliary 

Weslaco Elks Lodge 

Weslaco Lions Club 

Edith Wood 

 

Super Bowl donors will be listed in 

the next newsletter! 

Monetary Donors November 2010 — February 2011 

We now accept  

donations via Pay Pal!  

Call AH for details and 

further information. 

(956)973-9690 


